
 

Now that Easter is upon us and there is a little break from training and games, we thought it was a good time  

to provide club members with an update on  field progress and a little of what’s transpired in the last 6 

months. The lion share of the management of the project has been shared between our Club President (Tracey 

Confessore); our Club Administrator (Beth Bolt) and also our Project Manager, Derek Read. Derek is a parent of 

an ex-player and also has years of experience working for Brisbane City Council as a Project Manager.  

With much anticipation, the project was expected to start on 13 October 2014 however final approval from 

Council saw the start delayed until 25 November 2014. It was the club’s desire that the project be completed 

by 31 January 2015 so that minimal impact to our operations would be incurred. Unfortunately, the 6 week 

delay in starting meant that the Practical Completion date would be mid-March 2015. We were acutely aware 

of the impact this would have on players, coaches and parents especially those new to Souths and 

acknowledged that this would not be the ideal start to the season. However in the best interest for the longer 

term facilities provided to our members and players, a critical decision needed to be made: 

 push ahead with the project knowing that short term inconvenience that would be caused but also 

knowing the benefits that would be achieved    OR 

 delay the start of the project for another 12 months understanding that Council could not guarantee 

funding for 2015/16 and therefore there would be a high likelihood the project would not eventuate. 

The Committee decided that the solution would be delivering to its Strategic Plan; too much time and effort 

and been invested in the previous 2 ½ years to jeopardise the project and; would be a first in Queensland by a 

grassroots club, thus the decision was made to push ahead and try and mitigate the inconvenience as best we 

could. 

As with all projects, there have been many obstacles, challenges and delays involved over the months though 

these have been progressively resolved in accordance with the scope and project thresholds. Delays have also 

been encountered with the delivery of some materials. Major issues that have needed to be resolved have 

included: 

 fence height 

 retaining walls 

 drainage from the project 

 type of infill and the extra funding required. 

Some of these issues have been resolved to provide an acceptable outcome. Others are still in the negotiating 

stage but as time creeps on, these issues must too be resolved and soon. 

A primary factor in project delay has been the weather with excessive rain impeding progress in the 

construction of the new fields albeit excellent for Fields 1 and 5 and to Brisbane as a whole. 

As the photos on the website attest, the project has been a lengthy process requiring precision especially to 

the foundation works. The quality of the substructure is key to the quality and longevity of the playing surface. 

This past week we have seen the arrival of the turf, sand and infill and laying of the synthetic surface has 

commenced. The laying of the turf and spreading of the sand and infill will take the next 2 weeks to complete. 

A drawing of the final field layouts is attached. 

On completion of the project, the new fields and lights will see a total of approximately $2.1M expended with 

a further $50 000+ invested by the Club in new goals, corner posts, boot wipers and dugouts. Further 



investment over the coming years will be expended to install electronic scoreboard, seating (both grandstand 

style and individual bench seating). 

As such, this investment must be appreciated, respected and looked after by every player, parent, team 

official, spectator and referee. Therefore, all personnel using these fields will be required to complete an 

induction into the use of the fields as there are some specific requirements and procedures that MUST be 

adhered to by all to ensure the ongoing maintenance of the playing surfaces and surrounds. Managers will be 

emailed the Procedures for the new fields. Managers will then onforward these to their players and parents. 

Players and parents will be required to acknowledge they have read and understood and will abide by the 

Procedures. 

It is expected that the playing surface will provide 10 years of use with the possibility of replacing it for a 

further 10 years of use. The sub-surface/foundation should last for 20 years. This will only be possible with 

prudent maintenance and the co-operation and assistance of all who use the facility. 

At this stage, we are hopeful the fields will be available during the week of the 13th April 2015. We may need 

to adopt a staged approach as to when we gain access to fields during the course of this week, but it will be a 

focus to reunite the club and its teams back to one location as soon as possible. 

We understand the frustration of our players and members and assure you Souths United similarly share this 

with you. We have been very fortunate to have had the support of Football Brisbane, Football Queensland, 

SEQ League and Qld Masters Football in scheduling games around our reduced field capacity. This has meant 

that most of the Under 9 – Under 16 and some senior mens games have been scheduled to be played away. 

We have also been fortunate to have been able to use the following fields for training: 

 Griffith University: Logan, Mt Gravatt and Nathan campuses 

 Sunnybank Hills State School 

 Acacia Ridge Soccer Club 

 St Pauls Soccer Club 

 St Laurence’s College 

 Brisbane Strikers 

It has been a very difficult and stressful time co-ordinating so many different training locations which also 

makes it extremely difficult to have Souths United Management Committee and Director of Coaching staff to 

be present at all locations at all times. The cost of hiring these fields has been considerable (in the vicinity of 

$15 000.00) however without the support of these organisations, the start to the 2015 season would have 

been near impossible.  

Souths United Football Club sincerely appreciates your patience and understanding but trust that you will 

appreciate the fruits of the project once completed. You have the opportunity to be part of history – the first 

FIFA approved synthetic football turf Club field in Queensland! 

Please watch our website for updates regarding training schedules and when training for your team will begin 

at Souths United FC. 

OTHER NEWS: 

NEW CLUBHOUSE ROOF 

As you will have seen on our website we have now completed a full replacement of our clubhouse roof.  

Replacement of the roof was as a result of a successful grant application in 2013.  With the new roof now in 



place, repairs to the internals of the clubhouse will commence over the forthcoming weeks and look forward 

to a refreshed look to those areas which have taken a toll over the years. 

SENIOR FOOTBALL CONTINUES THROUGH APRIL 2015 

For those missing watching football over the holidays please come and support your senior teams.  11th April 

2015 will see back to back games at home for our senior mens – so come join us at Wakerley Park and cheer 

your favourite teams and players on: 

11am Mens City League 4 Souths United vs Capalaba  (Wakerley Park 1) 

1pm  U18 Div 3  Souths United vs Toowong  (Wakerley Park 1) 

3pm  U18 Div 1  Souths United vs John Paul College (Wakerley Park 1) 

5pm  Capital Mens Reserves Souths United vs Westlake  (Wakerley Park 1) 

7pm  Capital Mens  Souths United vs Westlake  (Wakerley Park 1) 

Other Senior Games over weekend 10 -12/4/15: 

Friday 10/4/15 

6:30pm Mens City League 5 Souths United vs Bayside United (Wakerley Park 1) 

8:30pm Mens City League 2 Souths United vs Grange Thistle  (Wakerley Park 1) 

7:00pm Over 35 Mens Div 5 Qld Lions Kings vs Souths United Green  (Lions Stadium 1) 

8:30pm Over 35 Mens Div 2 Lions Master Blue vs Souths United Thunder (Lions Stadium 1) 

Saturday 11/4/15 

1pm  Mens City League 7 Oxley United vs Souths United  (Dunlop Park 1) 

7:30pm Womens City League 4 Western Spirit vs Souths United  (Kippen Park 1) 

Sunday 12/14/15 

4:30pm Brisbane Womens Premier League  

     Capalaba vs Souths United  (John Fredericks Park 1) 

Mens City League 6 – BYE 

Mens SEQ Div 2 – no scheduled fixtures 

 

Keep an eye on our website for more game details over the next few weeks and more upcoming events for 

tournaments and the official opening ceremony for the new fields. 

 

Regards, 

Souths United FC Management Committee 


